Yersinia enterocolitica has been isolated from wild and domestic animals. The epidemiology of the infection with the bacteria, however, is still not completely known because ecology of the bacteria is obscure. Wild-living birds have been thought to play a significant role in maintenance and dissemination of Y. enterocolitica in nature because of their great mobility. Although a few reports on the isolation of the bacteria from wild-living birds have been published (1, 4, 5) , some details remain obscure regarding the existence of Y. enterocolitica in wild birds, which could serve to contaminate pastures and surface water.
Since the habitat of wild-living Japanese serows is far from human residences and farmland areas, it is of particular interest to determine the occurrence of the bacteria in such animals. Such a habitat is thought not to be directly affected by human beings and domestic animals. 
RESULTS
Isolation from wild-living birds. Table 1 shows the monthly incidence of Yersinia spp. by host species. Yersinia spp. were isolated from 34 birds representing all of the species examined. The incidence of the bacteria ranged from 2.1 to 23.8% among the species of the birds examined. The incidence of these bacteria was lowest in domestic pigeons and was highest in blue magpies. A significant difference in the incidence of Yersinia spp. was found between the blue magpies and the domestic pigeons (P = 0.014).
Predominance of the incidence of Yersinia spp. by month was in April, March, May, January, and October. The survey was not performed in February, June, July, and November. The isolation in the other months was negative. The incidence in the spring months (March, April, and May) was significantly higher than that in the summer month of August or the autumnal months (September and October) (P < 0.01 and P < 0.01, respectively). (4) reported isolation of the 0:6 serotype from crows. In our study, the 0:6 serotype of Y. enterocolitica was not detected in 117 crows. Because large differences exist between Norwegian and Japanese geographies, no definitive statement can be made relative to infective potentials of the indigenous birds. In our study, the rate of isolation from blue magpies was significantly higher than that from eastern turtledoves and domestic pigeons (P = 0.002 and P = 0.009, respectively). Kinjo et al. (6) reported that Yersinia spp. were not found in 329 pigeons obtained in three prefectures of Central Japan. Further investigations seem to be needed to clarify whether differences exist in host susceptibilities or feeding habits.
In a French study, Y. enterocolitica was isolated from 12.5% and Y. kristensenii from 5.1% of 272 birds examined (1) . A Norwegian report (5) 
